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SERMON. 


Psalm  cxxv.  2 :  —  "  As  the  mountains  are  round  about  Jerusalem, 
so  the  Lord  is  round  about  his  people  from  henceforth  even  for 

EVER." 

By  "  his  people/'  in  the  text,  the  Psalmist  doubtless 
means  those  whose  hopes  and  whose  trust  are  in  the 
Lord,  —  the  righteous ;  those  who  desire  to  keep 
the  commandments,  and  walk  in  the  statutes  of  the 
Lord  blameless.  In  Christian  lands  and  under  a 
Christian  civilization,  they  are  the  company  of  the 
redeemed ;  those  whose  sins  have  been  forgiven,  and 
who  have  entered  into  life  with  Jesus  Christ,  and 
become  partakers  with  him  of  the  divine  glory, 
and  are  co-workers  with  him  in  that  ministry  of  love 
and  blessedness  with  which  he  has  visited  the  world. 
It  is  a  goodly  company,  gathered  out  of  all  people  and 
all  nations,  unto  whom  the  word  of  God  is  come, 
and  to  whom  the  gospel  of  Christ  is  preached,  —  the 


church  of  Christ  on  earth,  the  temple  of  the  living 
God  in  the  abodes  of  men.  The  Lord  is  round  about 
all  such,  nigh  unto  them,  ever  present  with  them; 
ministering  to  their  necessities  of  his  grace,  and 
working  in  their  spirits  by  his  own  quickening  spirit ; 
a  very  present  help  in  every  time  of  need. 

But,  it  may  be  asked,  is  not  the  Lord  round  about 
all  mankind  ?  Is  he  not  nigh  unto  and  present  with 
all  the  people  that  dwell  on  the  face  of  the  earth, 
of  whatever  tribe,  or  nation,  or  name,  or  condition  \ 
Certainly,  it  may  be  answered,  he  is.  God  is  omni- 
present. There  is  neither  height  nor  depth,  nor 
space  nor  distance,  nor  state  or  condition,  in  which 
God  is  not.  In  him  all  created  things,  all  intelligent 
existences,  live  and  move  and  have  their  being.  As 
the  mountains  are  round  about  Jerusalem,  holding 
the  sacred  city  within  the  circle  of  their  strength,  so 
the  Lord  is  round  about  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth,  upholding  them  that  they  may  not  fall,  and 
giving  them  whatsoever  things  they  possess;  more 
truly  round  about  them  than  they  are  aware  of,  nearer 
to  them  than  they  think  or  can  conceive.  But, 
at  the  same  time,  there  is  a  sense  in  which  he  is 
round  about  those  who  are  peculiarly  his  people; 
those  who  live  and  work  by  faith  in  him;  those 
whose  hopes  and  whose  trusts  are  in  him,  —  in  which 


he  is  not  round  about  mankind  generally.  It  is  so, 
and  must  be  so  in  the  nature  of  things.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  state  of  their  hearts,  of  their  moral 
condition,  God  sustains  relations  to  them  such  as  he 
does  not  sustain  towards  others;  and  they  sustain 
relations  towards  him  such  as  others  do  not;  just  as 
individuals  in  this  life,  kindred  in  their  hearts  and 
desires  and  aims,  sustain  relations  to  each  other  such 
as  they  do  not  sustain  to  others,  and  cannot  sustain 
towards  others.  These  are  relations,  not  only  of 
greater  intimacy,  but  also  of  greater  affectionateness ; 
relations  which  are  characterized  by  a  commingling 
of  heart  with  heart,  and  by  a  union  of  spirit  with 
spirit. 

God  is  round  about  his  people,  those  who  are  in 
a  special  or  peculiar  sense  his  people,  as  he  is  not 
round  about  mankind  generally.  This  is  the  doctrine 
of  the  text ;  and  not  only  of  the  text,  but  of  the  Scrip- 
ture generally,  —  a  doctrine  distinctly  taught  in  the 
New  Testament.  "  If  a  man  love  me,"  said  the  Sa- 
viour, "  he  will  keep  my  words ;  and  my  Father  will 
love  him,  and  we  will  come  unto  him,  and  make  our 
abode  with  him."  Such,  I  repeat,  is  the  doctrine. 
God  is  round  about  his  people.  And  not  only  this, 
but  they  have  in  reality  an  experience  of  God  thus 
round  about  them.     It  is  not  alone  a  matter  of  simple 


belief  with  them,  resting  on  the  sure  teachings  of  the 
divine  word.  It  is  rather  a  matter  of  faith,  as  the  evi- 
dence of  things  not  seen,  and  the  substance  of  things 
hoped  for. 

There  are  certain  states  of  the  mind,  or  certain  feel- 
ings, consequent  upon  a  course  of  Christian  culture, 
—  consequent  upon  obedience,  —  consequent  upon 
an  earnest  and  devout  purpose  of  heart  to  walk  in  all 
fidelity  in  the  commandments  and  ordinances  of  God, 
which  are  the  evidences  to  the  soul  of  God's  all-sur- 
rounding presence :  states  of  the  mind  wrought  out  by 
the  ministry  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  offices 
of  his  religion;  feelings  worked  into  the  heart  by 
none  other  than  a  divine  agency ;  feelings  which  grow 
deeper  and  stronger  as  one's  religious  experience 
increases,  and  as  one's  faith  becomes  definite  and 
decided.  Christ  Jesus  the  Saviour  was  manifested, 
not  only  to  take  away  our  sins,  but  also  to  show  us 
the  Father ;  to  bring  the  Father,  so  to  speak,  down 
into  our  souls,  and  to  lift  us  up  to  him. 

God  is  round  about  his  people  from  henceforth 
even  for  evermore ;  felt  to  be  so  by  the  devout  heart. 
And  this  experience,  this  consciousness,  of  the  all-sur- 
rounding presence  of  God,  —  in  what  does  it  consist  ? 
What  evidence  has  the  Christian  believer  that  God  is 
round  about  him  in  any  peculiar  or  special  sense; 


round  about  him  as  he  may  not  once  have  been,  or  as 
he  is  not  round  about  some  others  ?  Does  he  have 
any  special  tokens  of  his  presence?  Is  he  favored 
with  perceptions  of  the  Infinite  One  denied  to  others  ? 
Does  God  thrust  aside  the  veil,  and  reveal  himself  to 
his  inward  vision  as  he  does  not  reveal  himself  to  oth- 
ers ]  To  this  question,  it  may  be  answered,  that  his 
state  or  condition  as  a  Christian,  involving  no  incon^ 
siderable  amount  of  special  divine  working  in  his 
soul,  is  his  evidence. 

As  a  Christian,  a  predominant  feeling  with  him  is 
a  sense  of  the  divine  forgiveness  and  acceptance ;  the 
feeling  that  God  has  heard  his  prayers,  and  conde- 
scended to  his  penitence,  and  visited  his  soul  with  his 
renewing  grace;  no  longer  remembering  his  sins 
against  him,  and  no  longer  withholding  from  him  the 
tokens  of  his  favor.  This  feeling  of  the  divine  forgive- 
ness and  acceptance  lies  at  the  very  foundation  of  all 
true  Christian  living.  Without  it,  no  one  can  find 
any  great  pleasure  in  the  thought  of  God,  or  derive 
any  true  satisfaction  from  the  consideration  that  God 
is  ever  round  about  him  and  nigh  unto  him,  with  all 
the  ministries  of  his  grace  and  love.  They  do  not 
seem  to  that  man  to  belong  to  him,  or  to  be  intended 
for  him,  whose  heart  the  feeling  that  God  has  gra- 
ciously pardoned  his  sins  and  accepted  him  does  not 


gladden.  So  long  as  this  is  the  case,  God  is  a  being 
far  off,  and  not  nigh  unto  him;  a  being  to  be 
approached  as  an  eastern  despot  is  approached  by 
his  subject,  and  not  as  a  father  is  approached  by  his 
child.  With  a  sense  of  forgiveness  and  acceptance, 
on  the  other  hand,  gratitude  comes  into  the  heart  of 
man,  and  daily,  hourly,  rises,  as  the  incense  of  devo- 
tion, up  to  the  throne  of  heaven ;  and  he  loves  God, 
and  feels  that  God  loves  him,  and  is  come  unto 
him. 

Again,  the  Christian  is  one  who  bears  trial  and  dis- 
appointment in  a  patient  spirit;  feeling,  under  any 
such  experience,  that  the  divine  wisdom  orders  all 
human  events,  however  much  they  seem  to  be  subject 
to  the  control  and  direction  of  man,  and  however 
mysterious  it  may  be  to  human  judgment  and  under- 
standing that  he  should  thus  manifest  himself  in  the 
world.  This  is  a  state  of  the  mind  which  implies  and 
involves  no  little  working  of  God's  spirit  and  grace. 
It  is  what  exists  in  no  man,  without  divine  aid.  This 
quality  of  patience  is  a  virtue  which  no  man  attains 
to  who  has  not  been  taught  in  the  school  of  Christ, 
and  who  has  not  learned  from  Christ  to  put  his  trust 
in  God,  and  to  look  to  him  for  strength  in  every 
hour  of  need.  To  the  degree  that  there  is  the  spirit 
of  patience  in  the  soul  of  any  man,  —  patience,  not 


apathy,  not  insensibility,  not  a  mere  forced  suppres- 
sion of  irritated  or  rebellious  feeling,  but  patience,  — 
there  is  a  reposing  on  divine  strength,  and  an  acqui- 
escence in  the  divine  will,  as  what  is  right  and  best ; 
under  the  feeling,  not  only  that  the  eye  of  God  is 
beholding  all,  but  that  the  presence  of  God  is  embra- 
cing all. 

Again,  the  Christian  is  one  who  is  cheerfully  sub- 
missive under  the  afflictive  dispensations  of  provi- 
dence ;  one  who  feels  that  whatsoever  takes  place  in 
accordance  writh  the  decrees  of  Infinite  Wisdom,  and 
in  fulfilment  of  that  divine  order  in  which  God  is 
governing  the  world  in  righteousness  and  truth,  is  not 
only  right,  but  best,  —  best,  however  dark  and  inex- 
plicable it  may  appear.  He  is  not  only  willing  that 
God  should  rule  on  earth  as  well  as  in  heaven,  but 
he  cherishes  in  his  heart  a  sincere  desire  that  God 
should  do  whatsoever  seemeth  to  him  good,  however 
much  of  grief  or  sorrow  it  may  cause  him  to  expe- 
rience. 

Once  more :  The  Christian  is  one  who  cherishes  a 
strong  desire  to  fulfil  all  his  appointed  duties,  as  what 
is  expected  of  him  by  his  heavenly  Father.  In  the 
truly  Christian  state  of  the  heart  and  mind,  considera- 
tions of  duty  hold  a  very  prominent  place ;  not,  how- 
ever, as  calculations  as  to  how  little  may  be  required, 
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or  how  little  may  be  done,  and,  at  the  same  time,  a 
tolerable  Christian  character  maintained.  Heavenly 
grace  never  so  works  in  any  human  soul.  He  whom 
the  love  of  God  has  truly  blest,  he  in  whom  the 
divine  life  ever  lives,  he  with  whom  the  divine  pre- 
sence ever  more  dwells,  finds  his  meat,  as  the  Saviour 
did,  in  doing  the  divine  will.  This  is  the  strength 
and  nourishment  of  his  soul.  Doing  the  works  of 
God;  discharging  the  various  and  manifold  obliga- 
tions that  devolve  upon  him  as  a  Christian  man,  by 
virtue  of  whatever  relations  he  sustains  towards  any 
of  his  fellow-men,  or  towards  all  mankind;  doing 
them  in  the  name  of  God,  and  as  a  disciple  of  his  Son, 
—  is  the  way  to  manifest  the  glory  and  the  love  of 
God,  and  the  way  in  which  God  is  seeking  to  be 
known  among  men,  and  to  bless  his  children  here  on 
earth.  And  that  disposition,  which  any  Christian 
man  or  woman  may  possess,  to  fulfil  all  his  duties  in 
a  faithful  manner ;  to  do  good  as  he  has  opportunity, 
and  according  to  his  ability,  not,  however,  as  merit, 
nor  in  expectation  of  reward,  but  as  duties,  obliga- 
tions, what  God  is  expecting  of  him,  and  man  is 
needing,  —  what  is  it  but  the  working  of  God  in  his 
soull  That  disposition,  is  it  not  the  evidence  and 
the  form  of  the  divine  presence  with  him  ] 

It  is  thus  that  God  is  round  about  his  people,  from 
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henceforth  even  for  ever ;  round  about  them,  as  his 
spirit  is  ever  working  within  them  to  will  and  to  do 
of  his  good  pleasure ;  round  about  them,  because  his 
spirit  is  within  them  ;  and  they  repose  in  his  bosom, 
and  rest  upon  the  strength  of  his  arm ;  and  their  evi- 
dence of  it  is  their  states  of  feeling  and  principles  of 
action  ;  their  state  of  preparation  for  whatever  expe- 
rience may  be  appointed  them  in  life,  and  for  what- 
ever duties  may  be  laid  upon  them ;  those  sentiments 
and  inward  emotions  which  are  aspirations  after  the 
Infinite.  God  is  round  about  them,  as  he  is  round 
about  all  others ;  only  he  is  round  about  them  in 
working  within  them  frames  of  mind  and  states  of  feel- 
ing of  which  others  have  no  experience.  Thus  his 
all-surrounding  presence  is  a  reality  to  the  Christian 
heart ;  not  merely  the  statement  of  a  fact,  or  a  matter 
of  belief  dependent  on  external  authority,  but  a 
reality,  an  actual  experience,  —  what  the  spirit  feels 
and  knows. 

How  much  of  support,  how  much  of  comfort,  does 
the  Christian  derive  from  this  fact  in  every  time  of 
need !  That  which  is  the  strength  of  his  life,  and  his 
salvation  under  all  ordinary  circumstances  and  occur- 
rences, —  how  much  is  it  so  under  all  such  circum- 
stances and  occurrences  as  most  try  his  faith,  and  test 
his  principles!     In  the  season  of  sickness  and  Ian- 
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guishing,  in  the  hour  of  death,  how  much  of  strength 
and  support,  how  much  of  peace  and  rest,  there  is  in 
this  doctrine  as  a  fact  directly  affecting  the  heart !  It 
is  this  which  makes  the  chamber  in  which  the  good 
man  meets  his  fate  such  a  privileged  place.  It  is  this 
—  the  all-surrounding  presence  of  God,  as  he  thereby 
comes  into  just  and  proper  relations  with  the  be- 
lieving soul  —  that  takes  from  death  its  sting,  and 
the  grave  its  victory;  that  makes  the  sick  and  the 
dying  to  look  back  upon  the  past  with  composure, 
under  the  feeling  that  the  sins  of  which  he  has  been 
guilty  are  forgiven,  and  he  himself  accepted ;  and  to 
look  forward  to  the  future  undismayed,  trusting 
to  tliat  sovereign  love  and  that  divine  mercy  which 
are  the  salvation  of  believing  hearts ;  —  and  which 
enables  such  an  one  to  say,  "  Though  I  walk  through 
the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil ; 
for  my  God  is  with  me ;  his  rod  and  his  staff,  they 
comfort  me."  Yes,  as  the  mountains  are  round  about 
Jerusalem,  so  the  Lord  is  round  about  his  people,  as 
they  pass  on  to  take  their  place  u  in  the  silent  halls  of 
death."  He  is  round  about  them,  and  they  feel  it  to 
be  so ;  and  they  are  cheerful  and  resigned,  enduring 
suffering  in  a  patient  spirit,  and  looking  forward  to 
the  hour  of  their  dissolution  with  a  serene  hope, 
steadfast  in  their  faith  to  the  end;   feeling  all  the 
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time  that  their  state  of  inward  peace  and  rest,  which 
is  not  mere  apathetic  assurance  or  presumptuous 
daring,  none  other  than  a  power  divine  could  have 
worked  in  them.  The  Christian,  on  the  bed  of  sick- 
ness and  in  the  dying  hour,  may  indeed  have  his 
doubts,  and  be  troubled  with  fears,  for  he  is  human ; 
but,  if  he  be  truly  a  Christian,  one  who  has  loved  and 
feared  God,  and  has  endeavored  to  walk  in  his  com- 
mandments blameless,  his  prevailing  state  of  mind  is 
that  of  peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost ;  a  constant 
looking  away  from  things  seen  and  temporal,  to 
those  that  are  unseen  and  eternal.  All  this  comes 
of  a  proper  Christian  culture.  All  this  comes  of 
living  a  godly  and  pious  life  in  this  present  world.  It 
is  thus  that  God  does  for  all  his  people  exceeding 
abundantly  above  what  they  ask  or  think. 

In  presenting  these  considerations  to  your  atten- 
tion, my  hearers,  I  have  had  in  my  mind,  as  I  doubt 
not  most  of  you  have  had  in  your  minds,  the  friend 
whose  recent  departure  has  left  a  sad  void  in  many  of 
our  hearts ;  not  that  we  would  be  sad  or  repine  when 
the  well-ripened  sheaf  is  gathered  to  the  heavenly 
garner,  but  that  we  cannot  help  feeling  the  loss  we 
have  sustained.  In  the  death  of  Mrs.  Withington,  a 
truly  Christian  woman  has  left  the  church  on  earth 
to  join  the  church  in  heaven.      But,  thanks  be  to 
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God,  that  church  "  but  one  communion  makes ;  "  its 
members  having  Christ  the  Saviour  as  the  strength  of 
their  life  and  their  salvation.  So  far  as  we  who 
remain  in  this  state  of  probation  are  Christians ;  so 
far  as  we  have  the  love  of  God  in  our  souls,  and  are 
partakers  of  the  life  of  Christ,  the  head  of  the  church, 
with  those  who  have  preceded  us  above, 

"  One  family,  we  dwell  in  him  ; 
One  church,  above,  beneath ; 
Though  now  divided  by  the  stream, 
The  narrow  stream  of  death." 

In  saying  that  Mrs.  Withington  was  a  truly  Chris- 
tian woman,  I  have  ascribed  to  her  a  character  which 
includes  within  itself  all  excellences.  She  was  a 
Christian  by  profession,  having  from  her  childhood 
been  well  instructed  in  the  Sacred  Scriptures ;  and,  in 
the  vigor  of  her  days,  having  consecrated  herself  to 
Christ  and  the  church.  She  was  a  Christian  in  her 
practice ;  in  her  daily  life ;  in  the  manner  in  which 
she  fulfilled  her  duties,  and  discharged  her  religious 
obligations ;  and  likewise  in  the  spirit  in  which  she 
bore  trial,  and  endured  the  chastenings  of  the  Lord, 
seeking  in  these  respects  to  make  her  religion  a 
reality,  and  not  a  mere  form  or  profession.  She  was 
a  Christian  in  her  character ;  a  cheerful,  hopeful,  self- 
forgetting   Christian,   giving   to   all   who   knew   her 
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worthy  views  of  the  beauty  and  excellency  of  the  reli- 
gion she  professed.  How  much  she  honored  her 
religion  !  How  faithful  she  was  in  submitting  herself 
unto  every  ordinance  of  the  gospel !  How  anxious 
she  was  to  fulfil  every  duty  and  meet  every  obligation 
to  which  her  religion  called  her !  And  she  found 
her  religion,  what  all  will  find  it  who  give  themselves 
to  it  with  her  fidelity,  and  place  themselves  under  its 
teaching  in  her  docile  spirit,  a  great  reality;  what 
her  inmost  nature  needed;  what,  under  the  daily 
calls  and  changing  vicissitudes  of  life,  was  the  aid  of 
more  than  human  strength  to  her. 

She  had  faith  in  God.  She  believed  him  to  be,  and 
the  rewarder  of  all  them  that  diligently  seek  him. 
She  believed  in  his  providence  and  guardianship,  and 
that  he  was  a  present  help  in  every  time  of  need.  As 
year  succeeded  to  year,  and  life  moved  on  in  its 
appointed  course,  and  her  experience  enlarged,  and 
her  faith  deepened,  the  sense  of  the  divine  presence 
became  more  and  more  an  overshadowing  and  all- 
sustaining  reality  to  her ;  and  this,  she  has  frequently 
assured  me,  was  her  support  and  her  resort  in  any 
trials  which  were  appointed  to  her  to  bear,  and 
under  any  chastenings  of  the  Lord  with  which  he 
visited  her.  And  who,  among  the  saints  in  heaven, 
have  not  had  appointments  of  trial  and  chastening 
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from  the  divine  hand  ?  Many  a  time,  as  she  has  told 
me,  as  her  heart  has  been  disquieted  within  her,  and 
she  has  felt  the  burden  of  many  a  tribulation  weigh- 
ing her  down,  upon  going  to  God  with  her  griefs 
and  her  sorrows,  and  casting  herself  in  filial  confi- 
dence on  his  bosom,  she  has  found  such  a  relief  as 
seemed  to  her  could  have  come  only  from  her  hea- 
venly Father.  Thus  her  faith  was  deepened  and 
established,  and  she  grew  in  grace  as  she  advanced  in 
years. 

There  is  a  Christian  quality,  whose  place  is  second 
to  no  other  in  the  Christian  character,  worked  into 
that  character,  and  sustained  there  by  divine  grace, 
however  much  it  may  depend  on  natural  temperament 
or  original  constitution,  which  is  far  more  rare  with 
professedly  Christian  men  and  women  than  is  good 
either  for  their  own  Christian  growth,  or  for  the  inte- 
rests of  religion  in  the  world.  I  refer  to  the  quality 
of  disinterestedness,  whose  only  perfect  manifestation 
in  the  world  was  in  him  who  is  the  author  of  our 
religion.  This  quality  greatly  distinguished  our  de- 
parted friend.  Indeed,  it  may  be  said  to  have  been 
the  prominent  quality  of  her  character;  that  which 
called  into  its  service,  and  directed  in  their  respective 
spheres  of  action,  every  other.  She  sought  the  happi- 
ness of  others  rather  than  her  own;  or  rather  she 
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found  her  own  happiness  in  efforts  and  contrivances 
to  promote  the  happiness  of  others;  always  being 
willing  to  postpone  her  own  desires  and  interests, 
rather  than  to  come  into  conflict  with  others,  or  cross 
their  plans,  or  disappoint  their  expectations.  She 
seems  to  have  valued  worldly  possessions,  and  to  have 
desired  them,  so  far  as  she  did  desire  them,  only  as 
means  to  be  held  at  the  disposal  of  this  leading 
quality  of  her  character.  She  took  pleasure  in  doing 
good ;  she  wanted  to  do  good,  and  would  have  been 
glad  of  greater  ability  to  do  good.  This  characteristic 
continued  to  manifest  itself  up  to  almost,  if  not  quite, 
the  last  day  of  her  life.  At  no  time  during  the  lin- 
gering weeks  and  months  of  her  somewhat  protracted 
sickness,  and  under  any  feeling  of  languor  or  weak- 
ness which  she  experienced,  did  she  ever  appear  to 
think  of  herself  before  others.  On  the  contrary,  it 
seemed  to  be  her  study  how  she  might  be  the  least 
trouble  to  others,  and  how  she  might  care  for  the 
happiness  and  comfort  of  others. 

This  quality  of  disinterestedness  in  Mrs.  Withing- 
ton,  as  indeed  were  all  her  active  and  moral  powers, 
was  under  the  control  of  a  strong,  energetic  will, 
and  good,  practical  sense ;  consequently,  she  accom- 
plished much  in  her  life-time  in  the  line  of  this 
quality,  and   did   her   work   well.      What   she   saw 
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should  be  done,  and  it  was  her  duty  to  do,  she  con- 
trived to  have  done.  Obstacles  to  any  cherished  plan 
or  purpose  of  good,  which  would  have  deterred  many 
others  from  action,  such  was  the  energy  of  her  charac- 
ter and  the  quickness  of  her  execution,  she  found 
only  stronger  motives  to  exertion.  Her  energy  of 
character  pervaded  every  thing  with  which  she  had 
any  thing  to  do,  and  was  felt  by  all  with  whom  she 
had  any  connection ;  not,  however,  as  ruling  over 
them,  or  in  any  way  disturbing  their  equanimity,  but 
as  an  authority  unassumed  on  her  part,  and  not  pur- 
posely exercised,  which  they  found  pleasure  in  yield- 
ing to.  This  energy  of  character  pervaded  and  was 
felt  in  her  own  household  to  the  very  last ;  and,  even 
after  her  spirit  had  left  its  frail  tenement,  it  still 
seemed  to  linger  there  in  the  preparation  of  the 
offices  to  be  performed  for  the  dead. 

And,  withal,  how  cheerful  was  our  departed  friend ! 
How  her  presence  enlivened  every  circle  into  which 
she  entered ;  and  how  she  attracted  to  herself  all  who 
came  within  the  sphere  of  her  influence !  And  how 
delicate  was  her  sense  of  right  and  propriety  in  any 
relations  or  any  transactions  between  one  individual 
and  another ! 

I  have  spoken  of  Mrs.  Withington's  religious  cha- 
racter.    In  her  sick-chamber  and  on  her  dying-bed, 
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this  character  shone  beautifully  bright.  She  realized 
there,  in  large  measures,  the  promises  of  the  Saviour ; 
and  had  rich  and  sustaining  experiences  of  the  reality 
of  the  Psalmist's  declaration,  that  "  as  the  mountains 
are  round  about  Jerusalem,  so  the  Lord  is  round 
about  his  people  from  henceforth  even  for  ever." 
Early  in  her  sickness,  indeed  as  soon  as  it  became 
probable  to  her  that  it  was  her  last  sickness,  she  made 
the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  her 
worldly  effects  after  her  decease ;  and  then  she  gave 
herself  up  to  her  heavenly  Father,  and  patiently 
waited  the  appointments  of  his  wisdom,  in  the  spirit 
of  humble  submission  and  devout  faith.  Thencefor- 
ward her  sick-chamber  became  a  sanctuary  of  God,  in 
which  the  voice  of  prayer  was  heard,  and  the  Holy 
Scriptures  were  read  and  pondered;  and  considera- 
tions respecting  the  life  of  religion  in  the  soul,  and  the 
eternal  world  and  its  unseen  realities,  were  those  most 
present  to  her  mind.  And  there  she  had  great  peace 
in  believing.  She  felt  that  God  was  there  with  her ; 
that  he  was  round  about  her ;  and  that  he  was  her 
confidence,  and  her  hope,  and  her  exceeding  great 
reward. 

As,  in  the  days  of  her  active  strength,  she  had  con- 
fessed Christ  before  men,  and  had  ever  regarded  it  a 
privilege  as  well  as  a  duty  to  celebrate  his  love  and 
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passion  in  the  communion  of  the  Supper,  according  to 
his  appointment,  most  properly  she  desired  to  eat  and 
drink  in  his  name,  and  in  humble  confession  of  him, 
in  her  sick-chamber.  It  was  an  accession  of  much 
spiritual  strength  and  comfort  to  her.  She  felt  it  to 
be  a  privilege.  She  found  it  a  blessing  indeed,  an 
occasion  to  thank  God  for.  It  was  what  did  her  good, 
as  it  ever  doeth  the  upright  in  heart.  This  was  as 
it  should  be;  what,  I  doubt  not,  Christ  was  well 
pleased  with.  If,  in  view  of  his  own  approaching 
death,  he  instituted  the  Supper,  that  he  might  thus 
consummate  the  bonds  of  his  union  w7ith  his  disciples, 
can  it  be  otherwise  than  well-pleasing  to  him,  when 
his  professed  disciples  thus  seek  his  aid  and  presence 
in  the  near  approach  of  their  own  death  %  It  is  most 
proper  certainly  to  celebrate  the  communion  of  the 
Lord's  Supper  in  the  sick-chamber.  It  is  what  I 
should  think  every  disciple  of  the  Saviour  would 
desire;  what  all  can  derive  spiritual  strength  and 
comfort  from. 

Oh!  those  sick-chambers  and  those  dying-beds  to 
which  the  religion  of  Christ,  in  none  of  its  offices, 
ever  comes ;  from  which  the  accents  of  prayer  never 
ascend  to  the  Father  of  spirits ;  and  where  no  expe- 
riences are  had  which  take  fast  hold  of  the  eternal 
world !      Such    sick-chambers    and    such    dying-beds 
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are  scarcely  Christian;    and   they  are   not   such   as 
should  be  found  in  any  Christian  land,  or  among  any 
Christian  people,  or  in  any  Christian  family.     God 
expects  better  things  of  all  those  to  whom  the  name 
of  Christ  has  been  named,  and  the  gospel  of  Christ 
has  been  given.     And  the  religion  of  Christ,  as  what 
the  heart  needs,  and  what  can  make  the  pillow  of  the 
dying  man,  is  better  things.     How  much  dying  is  a 
sullen  shrinking  away  out  of  this  present  life ;  —  a 
blind  and  desperate  leap  in  the  dark,  not  knowing 
where  one  may  fall,  or  what  to  expect ;  not  daring  to 
look  up  to  heaven,  whence  strength  cometh,  and  fear- 
ing to  look  downward  into  the  grave,  where  no  work 
nor  device  nor  knowledge  nor  wisdom  is  ;    and  all 
this  when  Christ  is  come  a  Saviour  into  the  world, 
and  brought  life  and  immortality  to  light  in  his  gos- 
pel !     Such  dying  is  not  Christian  dying ! 

The  sickness  of  our  departed  sister  and  friend  was 
a  lingering  one.  It  had  its  periods  of  somewhat 
rapid  decline,  and  its  periods  of  scarcely  perceptible 
change.  Throughout  the  whole,  her  faith  sustained 
her;  and,  with  such  slight  exceptions  as  can  hardly 
be  called  exceptions,  she  enjoyed  a  peace  of  mind 
such  as  the  world  can  neither  give  nor  take  away; 
and  a  cheerfulness  of  hope  and  trust  which  made  her 
sick-chamber  appear,  not  like  the  chamber  of  death, 
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but  rather  as  a  privileged  place,  into  which  none 
could  enter  without  having  holy  feelings  awakened 
within  them.  When  the  end  did  come,  it  was  a  gen- 
tle falling  asleep  in  the  Lord. 

And  so  has  passed  away  our  good  friend,  Mrs. , 
Withington ;  and  I  doubt  not  has  entered  into  the 
joy  of  her  Lord.  We  shall  all  miss  her  much,  at 
least  all  who  knew  her  well,  although  her  protracted 
sickness  has  accustomed  us  to  her  absence  from  this 
her  cherished  place  of  worship.  We  will  not  forget 
her.  We  will  cherish  her  memory,  and  think  of  her 
good  example  and  worthy  life.  May  the  surviving 
members  of  the  church  in  whose  ordinances  she  took 
so  much  delight,  and  in  which  she  maintained  such 
an  exemplary  walk,  during  all  the  years  it  has  here 
been  witnessing  to  Christ  and  his  gospel,  be  encour- 
aged and  sustained  by  her  zeal  and  fidelity  in  the  work 
and  calling  to  which  they  stand  pledged;  and  may 
they,  and  all  who,  from  time  to  time,  shall  be  gathered 
into  this  church,  be  faithful  unto  the  end  as  she  has 
been.  And  may  all  who  knew  her,  and  all  who  hear 
me  this  day,  make  that  religion,  which  was,  in  such  a 
full  measure,  the  blessing  of  God  to  her,  the  hope  of 
her  maturer  years  and  her  declining  life,  and  which 
she  found  as  an  anchor  to  the  soul,  both  sure  and 
steadfast,  entering  into  that  within  the  vail,  their  daily 


23 


wisdom  and  counsel,  and  the  strength  of  their  lives. 
It  is  what  they  all  need,  what  will  do  them  all  good ; 
what  will  make  them  useful  and  worthy  members  of 
society  in  the  pilgrimage  of  this  life ;  and  what  will 
assure  them  acceptance  with  God,  and  blessedness  at 
his  right  hand  in  the  heavenly  world.  God  grant  us 
all  grace  and  wisdom  according  to  our  necessities, 
and  sanctify  us  wholly,  that  we  may  enter  into  his 
rest  at  last. 


